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2026 Membership Subscriptions

Japan

. Membership Subscriptions for the 2026 season are now due, and can be paid on the
Kosciuszko 12 L - .
O Revolutionise Sport web page. The cost for membership in 2026 is:

e S50 for a single membership

Kiandra Photos 13 e $75 for same household membership

(Note: the amounts shown in Revolutionise Sport will appear to be lower, but will equal
the correct membership fee once the processing charge has been added).
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Next Newsletter

The next newsletter will be produced in late June. Deadline for contributions is 19 June.
Please send any articles or photos to cccsceditor@gmail.com

Social Meeting 17
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Editor’s Note

Welcome to first newsletter of the 2026 season. After a mostly warm and dry start to autumn we finally have some
much needed cooler weather, although more precipitation would be also welcomed.

Upcoming activities include the social meetings commencing later this month on 26 May, the Come & Try and
Beginners weekend on 3-5 July, the Kosciuszko Tour race on Sat 25 July, Perisher XC Week in early August, the Victoria
and Kangaroo Hoppet week in early/mid August, and ski tours commencing whenever the snow falls. A summary of the
main activities for this year is contained on page 3. The Kangaroo Hoppet race at Falls Creek has been moved a week
earlier in August, which means the club trip to Victoria will occur the week immediately after Perisher XC week.
Another race change is our Kosciuszko Tour, which will now also include a shorter race approximately half the length of
the man race for those who may find the full course a bit much.

During the past summer Club members participated in some overnight car camping trips, as well as in some overseas
Worldloppet and Masters events in Europe and Asia, some of which will be covered at the first social meeting in May.
Note that the social meetings will again be occurring on Tuesday nights, with only one meeting per month from May to
September.

As per last year, the Club is still without a Tour Coordinator, which is one of the most important positions. For anyone
interested in leading a ski tour this season, the workaround is to forward the details of tours to Gale at
ccesccanberra@gmail.com and myself at cccsctours@gmail.com so we can get these advertised on the website, in the
newsletter and by club email to members as soon as possible. With the unpredictability of the snow cover and
difficulty in planning ski tours well in advance, | expect there will be many of last minute trips advertised by club email.

The next newsletter will be published in late June. Hopefully by then there will be snow on the ground and our
activities will be fully up and running. When the ski tours do commence | will be eager to receive any photos or reports
from participants to include in upcoming newsletters, as well as any other contributions that club members want
included. Feel free to send any contributions to cccsceditor@gmail.com.

Alan Levy, Editor

PERISHER XC TRAILS WORK PARTY - 16 &17 May

This is the weekend that sees the XC trails set up for winter (Alexei assures us that Winter will start on
Monday 8 June!).

 Halfpipes and covers will be installed over water courses and covers attached to the bridges — all light
colours so they will hold the snow as the water runs away underneath.

» The last of the broken trail marking poles and sighter posts will be replaced.

¢ The Nordic Shelter and surrounds will be cleaned and tidied — not quite ready for opening but poised for
the moment that it is required.

This is the last and most important scheduled XC Work Party of the summer, so the more hands the better.
Note, there is an option for a June work party, if necessary, but we would really rather that it snows so much
that we have to ski instead!

If you can attend all or part of the 16/17 May Work Party #5 contact Peter Ward (nswxcl@gmail.com). Bring
work boots, work gloves, PPE, work clothes for any weather, lunch and snacks, crockery and cutlery. The hot
water urn, sandwich press, microwave, coffee and tea are available at the Shelter. Plan to arrive at 8:30 for a
9:00am start.

Overnight accommodation in Perisher is available for all XC Work Partiers, generously provided by Canberra
Alpine Club. If you require accommodation on Friday and/or Saturday night, please contact Margaret
Mahoney (margmahoney61@gmail.com). (Bring bed linen, towels and food/drink for meals — Saturday night
dinner is always an interesting social occasion!

OFF PISTE
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Activities & Dates — 2026

Sat & Sun, 16 & 17 May - Perisher Trails Working Bee (see further details on page 2)

Tues 26 May — First CCCSC Social Meeting for 2026 (see further details on page 17)
(Other social meeting dates: Tues 16 Jun, 21 Jul, 25 Aug & 22 Sept)

Fri & Sat nights, 3 & 4 July - July Lodge Weekend (Kalkite) (see further details on page 4}

Sat 4 July - Come & Try Skiing Open Day
Skills Building lessons

Fri & Sat nights, 24 & 25 July - Kosciuszko Tour Weekend (Kalkite)

Sat 25 July — Kosciuszko Tour

Sat | to Sat 8 August - XC Ski Week (Perisher) (www.perisherxcountry.org)

Sat | August - PXC Cup

Sun 2 August — Boonoona Open

Mon 3 August — KAC XC Classic

Tues 4 August — Coffee Tour

Wed 5 August — Charlotte Pass Open & Twilight Relays
Thur 6 August — Sundeck Handicap

Fri 7 August — Coffee Tour

Sat 8 August- Snowy Mountains Classic

Tues 11 to Sun 16 August - Victoria Skiing (Falls Creek) (see further details on page 5)

Sat 15 August — Kangaroo Hoppet
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Come & Try and Skill Building Weekend [ Days Perisher - 3-5 July

Come and Try Cross Country Skiing 2026

Come and Try XC Lessons are held at the Perisher XC Centre in July. This event is run jointly by NSW & ACT Snow-
sports and Perisher X-Country.

The Come and Try lessons are open to everyone who is new to Cross Country Skiing, done other snow sports down
hill, snow board or has been a while since they skied cross country Cost per person is $30 for the day.

The days: 4 July

It involves a two hour lesson from 9:00 am to 1 1.00am by professional ski instructors, a BBQ lunch and CCCSC
experienced members will lead skill building tour of the trails in the afternoon. Please arrive by 8.30 am to be graded
into groups. Registration for the event and further information about the day is provided on the Snow Australia website
(see below).

Register at Snow Australia through the Ski & Snowboard Australia (SSA) Events page. Note: to use the online entry
system you need to have a ‘SnowlID’. If you do not have a SnowlID or are unsure if you have a SnowlD, please visit
Snow ID, It is free to register for a SnowlD membership and obtain a SnowlID. For all enquiries regarding SnowlD,
please refer to info@snow.org.au. The registration links from the Snow Australia web site are as follows:

Snow Snow ID Lookup

Contact: wolsen@snow.org.au for non-registration matters.

Participants will need to bring their own cross country equipment. See Equipment Hire Page.

Beginners” and Skill Building Lodge Weekend

Friday to Sunday, 3-5 July, 2026 (and possibly another weekend in July)

A great opportunity for beginners or members to learn to ski or develop their basic skills, go on tours appropriate to
their skiing level and meet other members. Accommodation may be available for the weekend.

This weekend includes the NSW & ACT Snowsports and Perisher X-Country ‘Come and Try’ cross country ski lesson
participants on the weekend need to be registered into the come try event.

General information about the weekends.
Friday
e Arrive at lodge accommodation in afternoon/evening
Saturday
e Come and Try open day’ or CCCSC organised lessons in morning
e Skill building tour
e Social night dinner back at lodge — self catered dinner (bring own dinner) share meal time
Sunday

e Skill Building in the morning, and skill building tours in afternoon led by experienced club members

OFF PISTE
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Victoria Club Lodge Ski Week - Tue 11 - Sun 16 August 2026

Open to all members

Week of the Kangaroo Hoppet

opened - open to all club members. Non club members are welcome to register an interest. If you have not joined us previously
for the Victoria week you will need to be a club member to take up the booking.

Skiing - Ski tours will be organised throughout the stay at the surrounding cross country ski fields, usually Falls Creek but
sometimes at Mt Buffalo or Mt Hotham. Most of our ski tours are intermediate skills. The Kangaroo Hoppet is on Saturday |5 August
- register at https://hoppet.com.au for those who are joining the participant event.

Accommodation - Mount Beauty Caravan Park (The Park)
Dates: Tue | - Sunday 16 August
You can stay for a shorter period. The amount of interest will guide if we need more accommodation.

Type - Shared accommodation across Yurts and Units. Most accommodation have a bathroom facility although the two yurts do not
and will need to use the Parks facility. People can also book their caravans into power sites.

Cost - It is expected to be not more than $130 per night per person and is expected to be less depending on the numbers (people
staying longer will pay less).

Meals — People will self cater all meals for themselves. We will have dinner together with our self catered meal.

Contribute to household activities - everyone will need to contribute to keeping the kitchen and common areas
clean in their yurt/cabin. This will include an equal share of activities, for example kitchen duty both washing up and putting dishes away,
keeping the kitchen clean, emptying bins, putting things away e.g. at the end of a night. making sure the table is cleared and food put
away.

Register interest
Contact us before the end of May if possible via email cccsccanberra@gmail.com to express interest. You will need to confirm the
dates by mid June 2026 as we will need to confirm accommodation arrangements.

Gale Funston

OFF PISTE


https://hoppet.com.au/

PAGE 6 2026, ISSUEI

AUSTRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

SO Snow/ 2026 RACE CALENDAR

AUSTRALIA

V1.7 29/03/2026

Location Contact Contact No.
print & 5/10km (F) FIS Jindabyne Finn Marsland 0408 147 940
RACE
Sat 6 11:00am Come & Try XC Skiing Days - Children's equipment supplied  Lake Mountain Ray Malins 0428 228 860  EIEMAAFISS
1:00pm Snow Mountains Nordic Rollerski Challenge Jindabyne Tim Greville 0428 159 336 National
Peter Cunningham
Sat4 8:30am Come & Try XC Skiing open day Perisher wolsen@snow.org.au 0477 356 835
Sat 4 11:30am Paddy Pallin Junior (F) 0.5-2.5km Perisher Tim Greville 0428 159 336 PL‘_”IM
Sat4 11:00am Come & Try XC Skiing Days - Children's equipment supplied  Lake Mountain ~ Ray Malins 0428 228 860  [LEII@IMUEIRSL
Sun 5 10:00am Cooma Clean Out the Waxbox (C) /Clean out the Cobwebs (F) Perisher Bolt 0447 642 270
Sat 11 8:30am Come & Try XC Skiing open day (Schools) Perisher wolsen@snow.org.au Victoria
Sat 11 11:30am  Wilderness Sports Cup Perisher Peter Ward 0409 338 978
Sat 11 11:00am Biathlon Come & Try Perisher Julia Smusz 0420 669 539
Ssat 11 11:00am  Cross Country Skier High Plains Tour (F) 1/2.5/5/10 Falls Creek Len Budge 0417 352845  (AEAAsL AR
Sun 12 10:00am Cooma Open (F) 10km Perisher Bolt (WEEYREY Y (VI «  Sanior Selection
Sun 12 10:00am Birkebeiner Classic (C) 2.5/5/10km Falls Creek Emily Harvey 0428 364 590  IERITICIEEER LY
sat 18 9:30am ACT Sprint Champ's (C) Perisher Peter Ward (PUEECTE LR CF Continental Cup
Sat 18 10:30am National Biathlon Championships Race 1 Mt Hotham Executive Officer 0408 518 600
Sun 19 9:30am NSW Distance Champ’s (F) Perisher Peter Cunningham 0477 356 835 E:g'ga‘f:'sar"';y“g‘:s
Sun 19 10:30am National Biathlon Championships Race 2 Mt Hotham Executive Officer 0408 518 600  ENNNRCE EL
Sat 25 9:30am Vic Junior Sprint Champ's (F) Falls Creek Finn Marsland 0408 147 940  QUUCISTIEES
Sat 25 10:00am Canberra X-C Ski Club Kosciusko Tour (C/F) 18km Perisher Jo-Anne Clancy 0411 156 959 f::ﬁi’fmsgg;‘;fs i
Sun 26 10:00am Vic Junior Distance Champ's (C) Falls Creek Finn Marsland 0408 147 940  [FRRTEAES
Thu 30 9:30am AUS Secondary Schools Ski Team Championshi Falls Creek rclark@snow.org.au ggg{z‘;ztwi” be I
Sat1 9:30am AUS Open Sprint Champ’s (C) */** CC/FIS Falls Creek Emily Harvey 0428 364 590 www.ausxc.com/
Sat 1 10:00am PXC Cup 10km (F) Perisher Wayne Pethybridge 0431 285 566
Sat1 11:00am Hotham to Dinner Plain (F) 12km Hotham Ray Thornhill 0427 905 666
Sat 1 11:00am Come & Try XC Skiing Days - Children's equipment supplied  Lake Mountain Ray Malins
Sun 2 10:00am AUS Open Champ’s 15/15 (F) */** CC/FIS Falls Creek Emily Harvey 0428 364 590
Sun 2 9:00am Victorian Interschool XC Championships Mt Buller www.interschools.com.au
Sun 2 10:00am City Tatts Boonoona Open (C/F) Skm Perisher Michael Sterndale 0412 043 900
Mon 3 10:00am KAC X-C Classic (C/F) 8.5km Perisher Kathy Hatton 02 9411 5974
Wed 5 11:00am Charlotte Pass Open (C) 5km Charl Pass Kathy Hatton 02 9411 5974
Wed 5 5:00pm XC Week Twilight Relays (F) Perisher Peter Cunningham 0477 356 835
Thu 6 11:00am Sundeck Handicap Race (F) 7.5km Perisher sundeckhotel.com.au
Sat8 10:30am Australian Biathlon Championships Race 3 Mt Hotham Executive Officer 0408 518 600
Sat8 9:30am Snowy Mountains Classic (F) 2.5/7.5/15/30 km Perisher Peter Cunningham 0477 356 835
Sat 8 10:00am Ski de Femme (F) Fun Race 1, 2.5 & 5km Falls Creek Ronice Goebel 03 5754 4910
Sun9 10:30am Australian Biathlon Championships Race 4 Mt Hotham Executive Officer 0408 518 600
Sun 9 10:00am ACT & NSW Ski Orienteering Champs Perisher Marina Iskhakova 0412 308 310
Sun 9 10:30am Tullicoutty/St Phillack Cup (F) 5/8km Baw Baw Paul Proctor 0417 352 052
Falls Creek Race Secretary 03 5754 1045
9:30am Kangaroo Hoppet (F) 42km CC/FIS
Sat 15 Falls Creek Race Secretary 03 5754 1045
9:30am Kangaroo Hoppet (F) 42km CC/FIS
Falls Creek Race Secretary 03 5754 1045
9:30am Kangaroo Hoppet (F) 42km CC/FIS
Sun 16 TBC Falls Creek SkiMo Challenge Falls Creek Brian Lichi blichi(@snow.org.au
Tues 18 9:00am Biathlon NSW/ACT Schools Div 1,2 & 3 Perisher Executive Officer 0408 518 600
Wed 19 9:00am NSW/ACT/QLD/SA Interschool Races Perisher www.interschools.com.au
Thu 20 9:00am Biathlon NSW/ACT Schools Div 4 & 5 Perisher Executive Officer 0408 518 600
Sat 22 11:00am NZ Merino Muster Snow Farm www.snowfarmnz.com
Sat 22 9:30am AUS Open and Junior Sprint Champ’s (F) */** CC/FIS Perisher Peter Cunningham 0477 356 835
Sun 23 10:00am AUS Open, Jnr and Masters Champ’s 10/10 (C) */** CC/FIS Perisher Peter Ward 0409 338 978
Sat 29 -
Sun 30 TBC Perisher SkiMo Weekend Perisher Brian Lichi blichi@snow.org.au
Fri 4 9:00am Australian Interschool XC Championship Perisher www.interschools.com.au
Sat 5 10:00am  Snowy Mountains Nordic Family Cup Perisher Tim Greville 0428 159 336
Online entries: Perisher events -
KAC Cross Country Classic & Charlotte Pass Open — https://a
Biathlon - https://www.biathlonaustralia.com.au/events/
Orienteering - https://eventor.orienteering.asn.au/Events/Show/22089

Illawarra

Saturday 1 August 2026 — Brian Donegan Memorial Senior Illawarra Interclub — 2.5km loop
Saturday 29 August 2026 — Friedl Bartsch Memorial Junior Illawarra Interclub — 1.2km loop
Balmain Cup Saturday 5 September

Smiggins Bowl Saturday 12 September TBC
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Racing News

With the arrival of some proper cold weather it’s time to get ready for the 2026 XC ski racing season. There are plenty
of fun events to choose from, whether you are a beginner or an experienced competitor.

Preseason training

Roller ski sessions are back on at Stromlo Forest Park on Sunday mornings for those keen to dial in their technique
before the snow arrives. See the link in this newsletter to register.

Racing

The racing calendar is included in this newsletter showing all the events this season and entry details. The PXC website
is also a great source of information.

Kosciuszko Tour: Saturday 25 July 2026 at Perisher Valley

The club will once again run the Kosciuszko Tour event at Perisher.

The distance will be approximately 15-18 km and can be done using freestyle (skate) or classic technique. We always try
to choose and interesting course that takes entrants away from the regular trails to explore more of the Perisher Range
(snow and weather permitting). New for this year we are including a shorter option for those who may find the full
course a bit much. The short event will be half the distance of the full course — so approximately 6-8 km. Online entry
will be available soon through the Snow Australia online entry system.

Kosi Tour Volunteers

Volunteers are needed to help run the Kosciuszko Tour, including course marshals and timing assistants. There are
many tasks that can be done by racers or non-racers, before, during or after the event. Any assistance is appreciated!

To find out more contact Jo-Anne Clancy on 0411 156 959 or cccsccanberra@gmail.com. Discounted accommodation
near Jindabyne is available for volunteers. Volunteer for the Kocsi Tour race on Saturday and then enjoy a tour on the
Sunday. Non skiing friends or family members are welcome to help out.

Perisher XC ski week: 1-9 August 2026

XC Ski Week is a week for all XC enthusiasts whether you're a beginner, a seasoned racer, or a recreational skier. Be a
part of a week-long celebration of this great sport. Plenty for all — test yourself via a race, improve your skiing or simply
have fun in the snow on the famous coffee tours. The club can provide discount accommodation and carpooling for
members who wish to take part in this fun week. For more information contact Jo-Anne Clancy on 0411 156 959 or
cccsccanberra@gmail.com.

Kangaroo Hoppel — Falls (reek, Saturday 15 August 2026

The Kangaroo Hoppet race has been moved a week early and will now be held on the third Saturday of August.
Hopefully this will mean more reliable snow for Australia’s international world loppet event. The club will be organising
accommodation at Mt Beauty for members who would like to take part in Australia’s biggest ski race or just enjoy
touring in the beautiful Victorian alps. See this newsletter for more information.

Jo-Anne Clancy, Racing Coordinator

OFF PISTE
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Trip Report - Lower Gungarlin — Snowy Plains, Davey's Hul,
Botherum Plamn Hut, Kalkite Mountain - 21/22 March 2026

There were 8 starters who headed out
on a promising Autumn morning on the
long windy trail, that follows the power
line from Munyang to Canberra to the
campground on the banks of the
Gungarlin. Before striking camp we
headed off to explore the country to the
north. Our first stop was the tidy little
Davey's Hut which overlooks the plain
and has seen much renovation over
recent years. We enjoyed lunch on the
verandah and soaked up the historical
material on display. We then headed
off, pausing to pay our respects at the
grave of Ned Hull, a gold miner who
lived and died on his claim in the valley.

Our next stop was the site of the once
thriving Snowy Plains house, built by the
Napthali's. Alas there is nothing there
these days but a memorial plaque. We
dreamed of the dances once held there
and the happy days people once had
playing tennis on the court out the front
of the homestead.

The bones of the Gungarlin gold dredge. Photo: Mike Hinchey

From there we headed across the plain,
past some healthy herefords, towards
the remains of the gold dredge that once
worked the alluvial flats along the river.
It was accidently burnt to the water line
and only the bones of the dredge and
the huge tumbler remain. It is located
on private land owned by Coolringdon
Station which also had a healthy mob of
brumbies. After a yarn with an NPWS
ranger we then headed back along the
river to the cars to make camp. The
round trip was 10.5 kms.

That night, in the company of quite a few
other campers, it turned surprisingly
cool until the morning. In the morning
we headed south along the river
towards Kalkite Gap and Kalkite
Mountain. Atter a short sidle along the
river we broke out on the the
picturesque Botherum Plain. Unlike the
plains of Kiandra, it has not suffered the
ravages of recent fires and is easy on the
eyes. We headed up to Kalkite Gap and
the large initiation' rock that Lake Jindabyne and Kalkite village from the summit of Mt Kalkite (looking down

on the trig!). Photo: Mike Hinchey

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

incongruously rests there. With the
weather looking like the forecast rain
was indeed a possibility the party then
split up. Four headed back to camp
via Botherum Plain Hut while the
other four headed for Kalkite
Mountain.

From just past the Gap the mountain
party headed straight up to the ridge
so as to avoid the myriad fallen trees
that lie along the southern flank of the
mountain. Once on the saddle we
followed the high ground eventually
arriving at the summit. Kalkite
Mountain must be one of the few
where the Trig is not on the highest
point. Instead it sits on a pedestal
rock overlooking Lake Jindabyne.
After a quick lunch we headed back
down in incipient rain to camp. This
circuit ended up being |6.8kms.

Our party was made up of Alan L and
Caroline A, Jo-Anne C and Paul D,
Melinda B and Robin H, and lan T and
Mike H.

Mike Hinchey

At Gungatlin River campsite.
Photo: Alan Levy

Lunch on the
verandah of
Davey’s Hut.
Photo: Mike
Hinchey

The peaceful
Gungarlin River
(at its lowest).
Photo: Mike
Himchey
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Skiing in Japan - January-February 2026

Earlier this year six Club members, Ken

Moylan, Gale Funston, Jo-Anne Clancy, Paul

Dalgleish, Caroline Archer and Alan Levy
spent two weeks in Hokkaido. The first
week was spent in Sapporo, preparing for
and participating in the Sapporo
International Ski Marathon. The second

week was spent further north in the centre

of Hokkaido at Asahikawa and Asakidake
Onsen.

There were big snowfalls around Sapporo
which impacted trains and other transport
during the first week. Mt Asahidake is an
active volcano and the highest peak in

Hokkaido and its slopes receive some of the
deepest and driest powder snow anywhere.

We did some short skis on the groomed
trails there and also in Asahikawa city.

Five of us completed the Sapporo
International Ski Marathon races, including

Ken who received his second Worldloppet

Masters Diploma and Medal.

Alan Levy

Ken receiving his Silver Worldloppet

Masters Diploma and Medal following
the race. Ken is now a Gold and Silver
Master.
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Ken Moylan at the 2026 Sapporo International Ski Marathon.
I February 2026. © All Sports Community, Official Race Photographers

Paul, Jo-Anne and Caroline skiing at Asahidake, 3 Feb 2026.

The streets of Sapporo city under heavy snow, Sun 25 Jan 2026.
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The start of the Sapporo International Ski Marathon main race in Shirahatayama Stadium, Sun | Feb 2026. The
races were held on the 10km loop rather than the 25km loop, and shortened to 40km and 20km in length.
Photo: Alan Levy

The view of Mt Asahidake and it’s steam fumaroles, taken from our hostel accommodation. There is a 7Tkm

network of groomed cross-country ski trails in the forest in the foreground. Tues 3 Feb 2026. Photo: Alan Levy
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Kosciuszko Mound

Kosciuszko Mound in Krakéw, Poland,
erected by Cracovians in
commemoration of the Polish national
leader Tadeusz Kosciuszko, is an
artificial mound modeled after
Krakéw's prehistoric mounds of

Krak and Wanda.

A serpentine path leads to the top,
approx. 326 metres (1,070 ft) above
sea level, with a panoramic view of the
Vistula River and the city. It was
completed in November 1823. The
location selected for the monument
was the natural Blessed Bronistawa
Hill, also known as Sikornik, situated
in the western part of Krakéw's
Zwierzyniec District. It is one of
Krakéw's four mounds.

The construction was financed by
donations from Poles living in all
territories of Poland under foreign

occupation. For three years beginning
in 1820, people of all ages and class
voluntarily constructed the Mound to
the height of 34 metres. Work was
supervised by a Committee for the
Construction of the Tadeusz
Kosciuszko Monument. At the base of
the Mound the Founding Act was de-
posited in a glass and marble case. At
the top, a granite boulder, brought
from the Tatra Mountains was placed,
bearing the inscription

“Kosciuszce” (To Kosciuszko). Inside
the mound urns were buried with soil
from the Polish and American
battlefields where Kosciuszko fought.

Between 1850 — 1854 the Austrian
authorities built a brick citadel around
the Mound and began using it as a
strategic lookout. As compensation for
an earlier historical church that had
been demolished, a neo-Gothic chapel
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of Blessed Bronistawa was also built.
However, the Austrian fortifications,
including the gateway and the south-western
rampart and entrenchment were eventually
dismantled following World War I,
between 1945 and 1956.

Next to the Mound there is 2 museum
devoted to Kosciuszko, that displays
artifacts and mementoes of his life and
achievements. In 1997, heavy rains eroded
the Mound, thus threatening its existence. It
went through a restoration process from
1999 till 2003 in which state-of-the-art
technology and modern materials were
used. The Mound was equipped with a
drainage system and a new waterproofing
membrane.

Kosciuszko Mound inspired Count Paul
Strzelecki, Polish patriot and Australian
explorer, to name the highest mountain in
Australia Mount Kosciuszko, because of its
perceived resemblance to the Kosciuszko
Mound in Krakow.

From Wikipedia

Kosciuszko Mound in Krakow

Mt Kosciuszko
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Skiing at Kiandra

Skiing started in Australia at Kiandra
when in 1861 a Norwegian is said to
have begun teaching miners to ski on
lengths of Alpine Ash during the Kiandra
gold rush. Between 1860-61 Kiandra was
the site of a frenetic but short lived gold
rush and at one stage accommodated

15,000 people. While many had gone
within a year after viable gold deposits
dissipated a township remained. In the
winter of that year, A Norwegian gold
miner and carpenter taught his fellow
fortune seekers how to ski and how to
make skis. From then on Kiandra

PAGE

became locally synonymous with skiing
well into the 1960s, when skiing
eventually moved to Mt Selwyn.

Some historic Kiandra photos are
below:

13
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Son of Skistradamus Reflects on 2025

2025’s snow has gone and it is time for the Son of Skistradamus to reflect on his 2025 prediction.

Was he a better prognosticator than his father?

My charts offered 2 predictions for the end of the snow at Spencer’s Creek and both fell short.
My charts predicted the end of snow for 20 October 2025 or 23 October 2025.

As it turned out, | was watching with dismay that snow at Spencer’s Creek was still persisting until 29 October
2025, with a measly 4.9cm of depth.

A 9 or 6 day blowout was bad enough (a
week!), but then there was an unexpected
dump that kept snow there until the official
end of snow at Spencer’s Creek for a month
after my prediction — 2| November 2025.

These late snowfalls are the ruin of me. Mi hacl Noﬁradamus
Maybe the original is the best. ‘ 9 s

Goodbye.
Son of Skistradamus.

May 2026.

Caroline Archer, Alan Levy & Peter Cunningham with assembled bridge sections, at the Perisher XC Trails Workparty,
Sat 7 Mar 26

OFF PISTE
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The new bridge sections under snow! Fri 27 Mar 26

Drilling holes in metal for the bridge sections, Sat 7 Mar 26

Tour leading — please consider!

Calling for new and renewed tour leaders for the 2026 season - without ski tour leaders, we don't have ski tours to go
on.

Why new, why you? The club has recently had only a small core of dedicated leaders, and we'd like to broaden the tour
offering and spread the load (even tour leaders like to be followers sometimes). So, if you've enjoyed a tour or two, why
not lead one!?

It's not difficult or burdensome - and it is rewarding! You can lead easy tours, moderate tours, even challenging ones - to
the places you'd like to go (and we can help you choose new favourite places too).

A good tour program needs a wide variety of tours — from beginners around the Perisher trails to intermediate runs a bit
further afield, to longer explorations in rolling and more challenging terrain.

. Tours for beginner and less experienced skiers as well as more challenging tours
. Tours in a variety of places across the high country (snow willing)

. Tours across the winter and spring

. Weekend and mid-week tours (now many of us are retired)

. Longer tours and snow-camps

We usually set out tours with these details:

. Name of Tour

. Description

. Terrain: Gentle / Hilly / Steep / Rough

. Length: Short (< 8km & < 200m climb) / Medium (8km - |5km or 200m—600m climb) / Long (>15km or >

600m climb)
° Skill : Basic / Intermediate / Advanced / Telemark/XC Downhill
° Name of Tour Leader & Contact Details

When the snow does arrive, anyone interested in putting on ski tours can forward the details to the following club email
addresses: cccsccanberra@gmail.com and ccesctours@gmail.com. The tour(s) will then be advertised to club members
via the club website, in the newsletter and by email.

OFF PISTE
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Canberra Cross Country Ski Club

Fun and fitness
Web: www.cccsc.asn.au

; &~ CcLuUB Email: cccsccanberra@gmail.com in the snow

The Home of Free-heel Skiing

Club Committee Contacts

Position Name Email Phone

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Tour Coordinator

Kosciuszko Tour Coordinator

Meeting Coordinator

Newsletter Editor

Webmaster

Club Safety Gear for use by Tour Leaders

The Club has two Personal Locator Beacons (PLB), two GPS units and some first aid
kits which are available free of charge to members leading Club ski tours.

PLB (GME MT410G)

Contact Alan or Ken.

OFF PISTE
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doctal Meetings 2026 (All Welcome)

Tuesday 26 May 2026

Skiing in China and Japan

Speaker: Alan Levy, Ken Moylan

The first meeting of the year. Alan will talk about the Vasaloppet China Worldloppet race and his trip to China earlier
this year to participate in the event. Ken will also talk about the recent Club trip to Japan to ski the Sapporo
International Ski Marathon and at Asahidake in central Hokkaido.

Tuesday 16 June 2026

Introduction to XC Skiing, and talk on Navigation

Speaker: Club Members

A night for new members and beginners to learn about cross-country skiing and the CCCSC. Club members will talk
about ski equipment and clothing required for cross country skiing, and about the club and its activities. We are also
aiming to have a talk about Navigation (tbc).

Other Meetings on Tues 21 July, Tues 26 Aug and Tues 22 Sept.

This year the meetings will be held at the Hughes Community Centre, Hughes Place, Hughes, Canberra, from late May
to late September, on Tuesday nights. One meeting will be held each month in May, June, July, August and
September. Door opens at 7.30 pm for 7.45 pm start. Light refreshments will be provided.
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Ken Moylan and Caroline Archer skiing at Asahidake Onsen, central Hokkaido, Wed 4 February 2026. Photo: Alan Levy



