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Skiing along the Snowy River. Mon 13 October 2025.  Photo: Caroline Archer 

The next newsletter will be produced in May 2026.  

Next Newsletter   

The CCCSC XMAS Party will be held on Wednesday 3 December.  

See inside for further details. 
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Summer Activities 
This is a summary of some activities / events that will occur over the summer and autumn months. Additional details will be provided 

to members by email and in any further newsletters. 

 

XMAS Party  
Wed 3 December 2025 

At Nara Park, Lennox Gardens (on the lake shore behind the Hyatt Hotel) from 5:30pm.  A club banner will be erected near one of 

the BBQs. This is a BYO food and drink event.  

 

Summer Bushwalking Trips:  (further details on page 4) 

Some walking and camping trips are planned over the summer period as follows:.  

 December - The Sentinel (overnight camp)  

 February - Gungarlin River (overnight camp) 

 March - Blue Mountains & Wollemi NP (car camping and day walks) 

 April - Waterhole Hut (Namadgi NP) (overnight camp) 

 Other walks to be advised. 

 

Nordic Shelter & XC Trails Summer Working Bees 
The good work done by the XC Summer Work Parties continues in 2026 with work to be done on the trails and in and around the 

Perisher Nordic  Shelter. 

  

The 2026 XC Work Party dates are as follows:  

 Feb 7/8 

 Mar 7/8 

 April 18/19 

 May 16/17 

 June  (if necessary) 

 

Please contact Peter Ward if you plan to attend – nswxc1@gmail.com  

 

Bring food and drink, sturdy work boots, gum boots, gloves, clothing for all conditions and be prepared for flies. 

 

Accommodation will be provided by Canberra Alpine Club. If you  require accommodation, please contact Peter Cunningham -  

peter.petercunningham@gmail.com.   

Bring bed linen, towels, food and drink. 

 

First Off-Piste Newsletter for 2026 
Early May 2026 

 

 

First Social Meeting for 2026 
Tues 26 May 2026, at the Hughes Community Centre. 

mailto:nswxc1@gmail.com
mailto:peter.petercunningham@gmail.com
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XMAS Party 

Wednesday 3 December 
 

The CCCSC XMAS Party will be held on 

Wednesday 3 December at Nara Park, Lennox 

Gardens (on the lake shore behind the Hyatt 

Hotel) from 5:30pm. A club banner will be 

erected near one of the BBQs. This is a BYO 

food and drink event. So come along and say 

hello and goodbye to your ski mates till next 

year. 
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Four Mile Hut, Fri 5 September 2025.  It was possible to ski all the way from Mt Selwyn to the hut, on a thin cover. 

Photo:  Alan Levy 

Summer Walks Program 
The following walks program is offered to club members to enable them to appreciate the seasonal beauty of 

the areas they love to ski or maybe one day get to ski.  The dates suggested are approximate to allow for in-
clement weather or the preferences of those expressing interest in participating.  It would help planning if those 
interested could register well in advance with the nominated trip leader so that the dates and transport could 

be agreed to suit both the weather and member's preferences. 

 
 
6-7 December 2025 - The Sentinel (overnight camp) 
Will start at Charlotte Pass and follow the walking track past Blue Lake out to The Sentinel to set up camp.  
There is a great sheltered campsite and amazing views of the steep western side of the Main Range.  Hopefully 
the nearby snow cave on Strezlecki Creek will still be there to explore. 
Leader:   

 

 

21-22 February 2026 - Gungarlin River (overnight car camp)    

This is a camp ground provided by NPWS beside the beautiful Gungarlin on the far side of Nimmo Hill.  The 

track in is a bit rough but should be traffickable at this time of year.  From the camp site it is a short walk in to 
the historic Davies hut; the site of the original Snowy Plains house is a little further. The remains of a burnt out 
gold dredge lie forlornly on the plain.  Going downstream you come to the picturesque Botherum  Plain.  Those 

who fancy fishing could try their skill.  Those who fancy something more challenging can walk to Kalkite Gap 
and then climb Kalkite mountain for a birdseye view of Lake Jindabyne.  
Leader:   

 
 
20-25 March 2026 - Blue Mountains & Wollemi NP (car camping and day walks) 
A weekend of day walks in the Blue Mountains in the Wentworth Falls (Lions Head or Kedumba Valley), Leura 
(Lockley’s Pylon & Du Faur Head) and Blackheath (Grand Canyon) areas, with car camping on the Fri, Sat & Sun 

nights at Murphys Glen campground, followed by camping at Ganguddy-Dunns Swamp in Wollemi NP on the 
Mon and Tues nights for those interested in staying longer.  

Contact cccsccanberra@gmail.com if interested. 

 
 
18-19 April 2026 - Waterhole Hut, Namadgi NP 

An easy overnight pack walk to Waterholes hut on the Settlers track in Namadgi National Park. The Settlers 
Track is a moderate 9 km return walk along a marked trail. It is a generally flat walk with gentle slopes. Some 
short sections of the Brayshaw's to Waterhole Hut track are moderately steep. We will visit three historic huts 
over the two days and camp overnight near Waterhole hut. 

Leader:   
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The snow depth at Spencers Creek (as measured on 12 November) compared to 2024. Spring skiing this year was 

about a month longer than last year. 

Snow Depth Charts 

The snow depth at Spencers Creek (as measured on 12 November) compared to 2022, the last good snow year. The 

comparison is a fairly close match.   
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Four Mile Hut, Fri 5 September 2025.  It was possible to ski all the way from Mt Selwyn to the hut, on a thin cover. 

Photo:  Alan Levy 

Trip Report - Ramshead Mountain - 23 October 2025 

On Thursday, 23 October 2025 Ken 

Moylan lead Mike Hinchey and Sam 

Hahn on a ski tour from Thredbo to 

Ramshead Mountain and back. 

 

The Route 

The Kosciuszko Chair was closed for 

annual maintenance, so we caught the 

Snowgums Chairlift. This left an 80 

vertical metres climb to get to the 

usual start of the base of Eagle’s Nest 

Restaurant. We found the hard way, 

which was a bash up through fairly 

thick bush.  

 

After that it was pretty easy. We 

walked North-ish along the Kosci-

uszko metal grid trail until we got to 

the first good snowdrift. From there, 

we skied West-ish until   morning tea 

time, after we had hunted for a pictur-

esque tarn + rocks. This involved 

heading North, getting close to North      

Ramshead, before heading South until 

we found the particular tarn + rock 

combination. 

 

After morning tea we skied South 

West-ish and West-ish to our lunch 

spot, to near the base of Ramshead 

Mountain, which had great views of 

Leather Barrel Creek, Mt Kosciuszko, 

Victoria and beyond. 

 

We returned skiing North East-ish 

until we reached the Kosciuszko metal 

grid trail for the South-ish walk back 

to Thredbo.Along the way, Mike found 

a good drift and we had a final ski 

back. At the Eagle’s Nest Restaurant, 

we followed the road leading back to 

the top of Snowgum’s Lift — much 

easier to follow than another bush 

bash back. A final snowdrift above 

Snowgum’s Chair got Ken back onto 

his skis for the sliding traverse down 

— much gentler than walking the last 

drop to the chairlift. 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Sam Hahn taking in the view. From near Central Ramshead Mountain, over 

Leather Barrel Creek, down to Murray Valley, and beyond.                             

Thursday, 23 October 2025.  Photo: © K. Moylan. 

The view of our morning tea spot. A small tarn and rocks. Not far from North 

Ramshead. Thursday, 23 October 2025.  Photo: © K. Moylan. 



Alan Levy, Peter Cunningham and ??? working on the 

bridge near the Perisher Nordic Shelter. Monday, 3 

February 2025.  Photo:  © K. A. Moylan 

Camping at Gooandra Homestead.  Photo: Edward Jackson 
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Best Bits 

• Snow quality. It was firm with a soft 

layer on top. Perfect Spring snow. 

• The views out from Ramshead        

Mountain. I just love taking in the views 

down, over the ridges, to the plains West 

of the Main Range. 

 

Worst Bits 

• Walking up from and down to      

Snowgum’s Chairlift. That extra 80    

vertical metres wasn’t much fun. I really 

wish the full length Kosciuszko Chairlift 

was running. 

 

Map of the Day 

Snowy Mountains Outdoor Recreation 

Map, 1:25000 

 

Ken Moylan 

(Continued from page 6) 

Ken Moylan. Thursday, 23 October 2025.  Photo: © S. Hahn. 

Looking over Leather Barrel Creek to Mt Kosciuszko and South Kosciuszko 

Ridge. Near Ramshead Mountain.  Thursday, 23 October 2025.               

Photo: © K. Moylan. 

Mike Hinchey and Sam Hahn looking 

over the Upper Snowy River.      

Thursday, 23 October 2025.       

Photo: © K. Moylan. 

The Strava map. © K. Moylan. 
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Four Mile Hut, Fri 5 September 2025.  It was possible to ski all the way from Mt Selwyn to the hut, on a thin cover. 

Photo:  Alan Levy 

Trip Report - Charlotte’s Pass to Merritt’s Creek and Back - 

24 October 2025  
On Friday, 24 October 2025, Ken    

Moylan lead Alan Levy, Caroline Archer,     

Jo-Anne Clancy, and Sam Hahn on a ski 

tour from Charlotte Pass to Merritt’s 

Creek and back. 

 

The Route 

From the Charlotte Pass carpark, we 

walked South West-ish up the ridge 

forming the basin above Charlotte’s 

Village.  At the furthest lift tower the 

snow became good enough to put our 

skis on.  From there we followed the 

snow, South-ish to near Mt Stilwell and 

South West-ish along Kangaroo Ridge 

until we reached Merritt’s Creek.  

A 60 metre vertical run down the gully 

of the creek took us to the end of the 

snow, the end of my thighs, and lunch.  

Returning was pretty much the way we 

came — the snow in that area didn’t 

really let us wander far from the route. 

 

Best Bits 

• Spring snow. Another day of soft snow 

atop a consistently firm base. 

• Looking over the uppermost Snowy 

River (South Arm). It’s just odd to see 

the grassy flats reclaiming their access to 

the sky after months of being covered in 

snow.  I had become used to snowy 

plains and flats after months of Winter. 

• Inadvertently entertaining our group.  I 

chose to ski up a small rise, just to come 

down the steep side.  I wasn’t expecting 

spectators to be patiently waiting at the 

bottom.  All was good until I fell in the 

middle of a turn. :-( 

 

Worst Bits 

• The very dirty snow. The snow, as it 

does every year, was collecting months 

of dust. And, as it does at the end of 

every season, the snow was melting and 

(Continued on page 9) 

Ken and Jo-Anne on Kangaroo Ridge, Friday 24 October 2025.                      

Photos: Caroline Archer 

Sam Hahn, Jo-Anne Clancy, Alan Levy and Ken Moylan climbing up the Merritt’s 

Creek snow drift, after lunch. Looking over upper Snowy River (South Arm)     

towards Etheridge Ridge. Friday, 24 October 2025.  Photo: Caroline Archer. 



Alan Levy, Peter Cunningham and ??? working on the 

bridge near the Perisher Nordic Shelter. Monday, 3 

February 2025.  Photo:  © K. A. Moylan 

Camping at Gooandra Homestead.  Photo: Edward Jackson 
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revealing months of accumulated dustfall.  

• The end of my season. This was my last 

tour of the year — the snow was melting 

fast enough that the next tour would’ve 

entailed more walking than skiing. 

 
 

Odd Bits 

• Nest in a Lift Tower. A pair of ravens had 

built a nest in a lift tower at Charlotte’s 

Pass.  Although I saw no chick, there was 

enough activity to make me think there 

was one in the nest. 

 

Wax of the Day 

Fishscale wax.  The snow was so dirty that 

any grip wax would have clogged up within 

half an hour. 

 

Map of the Day 

Snowy Mountains Outdoor Recreation 

Map, 1:25000 

 

Ken Moylan 

(Continued from page 8) 

Alan Levy and Jo-Anne Clancy coming down one of the last good drifts of 

the day. Mt Stilwell trig in background. Friday, 24 October 2025.         

Photo: © K. Moylan. 

Raven’s nest in a chair lift tower. 

Charlotte’s Pass resort.                  

Friday, 24 October 2025.            

Photo: © K. Moylan. 

Ken Moylan and Sam Hahn     

climbing towards Mt Stilwell, with 

Carruthers Peak in the background. 

Friday, 24 October 2025.            

Photo:  Alan Levy 
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Four Mile Hut, Fri 5 September 2025.  It was possible to ski all the way from Mt Selwyn to the hut, on a thin cover. 

Photo:  Alan Levy 

Trip Report - Carruthers Peak - 2 November 2025 
My final ski trip of the season was 

held on Sunday 2 November,     

exactly one month later than in 

2024. Bruce Porter, Caroline Archer 

and myself headed to Charlotte Pass 

with the aim of getting to the top of 

Carruthers Peak. On arrival at  

Charlotte Pass there were already 

heaps of vehicles parked down the 

road and we had to park almost a 

kilometre down from the turning 

circle. Most of the vehicles here had 

Victorian number plates as it was the 

long weekend before the Melbourne 

Cup. 

 

Over the previous few weeks I had 

watched the snow drifts gradually 

recede but there was still enough 

snow about to make the trip viable. 

We walked down to the Snowy 

River, waded across the river, then 

continued walking up the path for 

the next 45 minutes towards Blue 

Lake. We stopped for morning tea 

on the lower slopes of Carruthers 

just before the drop down to Soil 

Conservation Creek. From here we 

were able to ski virtually all the way 

on snow across the face of         

Carruthers then up towards the 

summit. The weather was sunny but 

a bit breezy. We stopped for lunch 

on the top of Carruthers Peak, 

watching other walkers come and go, 

and also saw a motorised glider fly 

overhead.  

 

We left about 2pm and apart from a 

few grassy sections to walk across 

we were able to ski on snow most of 

the way back, including down the 

long drift heading back towards the 

river. Overall this trip involved about 

40% walking and 60% skiing, and was 

a good last trip for the year.  

 

Alan Levy 

Caroline skiing on Carruthers Peak, Sun 2 November 2025.  Photo: Alan Levy 

Alan and Caroline admiring the 

view from Carruthers Peak,    

Sun 2 November 2025.      

Photo: Bruce Porter 



Alan Levy, Peter Cunningham and ??? working on the 

bridge near the Perisher Nordic Shelter. Monday, 3 

February 2025.  Photo:  © K. A. Moylan 

Camping at Gooandra Homestead.  Photo: Edward Jackson 
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On the summit of      

Carruthers Peak,        

Sun 2 November 2025.  

Photo: Caroline Archer 

Approaching the top of 

Carruthers Peak,        

Sun 2 November 2025.  

Photo: Bruce Porter 

Alan and Bruce on the 

slopes of Carruthers 

Peak, Sun 2 November.  

Photo: Caroline Archer 
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Four Mile Hut, Fri 5 September 2025.  It was possible to ski all the way from Mt Selwyn to the hut, on a thin cover. 

Photo:  Alan Levy 

Skiing along the banks of the Snowy River close to the Foreman’s Hut ruin, Mon 13 October 2025.  Photo: Alan Levy 

Club ski tour on Kangaroo Ridge, Fri 24 October 2025.  Photo: Ken Moylan 

Other Spring Skiing Photos 



Alan Levy, Peter Cunningham and ??? working on the 

bridge near the Perisher Nordic Shelter. Monday, 3 

February 2025.  Photo:  © K. A. Moylan 

Camping at Gooandra Homestead.  Photo: Edward Jackson 
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13 October 

15 October 

2 November 

The retreat 

of the snow! 
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Ice on Hedley Tarn, Wed 15 October 2025.  Photo: Alan Levy 

Bruce Porter and Guy Forsyth near Hedley Tarn, Wed 15 October 2025.  Photo: Alan Levy 



Some photos taken on a quick ski of the Perisher Trails under a full moon , Sat 9 August 2025.           

Photos: Lachlan Kennedy 

Club members on a Skill Building lesson at Perisher, Sat 2 August 2025.  Photo: Bronwyn Wiseman 

One of NSW’s most beautiful gorges, 5 April 2025. 

Photo: Mike Hinchey 
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Blue Lake, Wed 15 October 2025. Photo: Alan Levy 

Patterns of ice on Mt Clarke, Mon 13 October 2025.  Photo: Alan Levy 
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Club Committee Contacts 
Position Name Email Phone 

President 

 

   

Vice President    

 

   

Secretary 

 

   

Treasurer 

 

   

Membership Secretary 

 

   

Tour Coordinator 

 

   

Kosciuszko Tour Coordinator 

 

   

Meeting Coordinator 

 

   

Newsletter Editor 

 

   

Webmaster 

 

   

Web: www.cccsc.asn.au 

Email: cccsccanberra@gmail.com 

Canberra Cross Country Ski Club 

Fun and fitness 

in the snow 

Club Safety Gear for use by Tour Leaders 

The Club has two Personal Locator Beacons (PLB), two GPS units and some first aid 

kits which are available free of charge to members leading Club ski tours.  

 

PLB (GME MT410G) 

Contact  Alan or Ken .  
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Sam Hahn, Caroline Archer, Alan Levy and Jo-Anne Clancy looking at the approaching weather. On the edge of the 

perennial grassy patch on Kangaroo Ridge. Friday, 24 October 2025.  Photo: © K. Moylan. 


