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Club group at the Paralyser trig, with Mt Perisher beyond, Friday 12 September 2025.
Photo: Garry Boxsell

Next Newsletter

The next newsletter will be produced in November. Deadline for contributions is 14 November.
Please send any articles or photos to cccsceditor@gmail.com
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Editor’s Note

Welcome to the September edition
of Off-Piste. In late August we had
Club trips to Victoria for the
Kangaroo Hoppet ski races and to
New Zealand for the Merino Muster
ski races. The snow was good at Falls
Creek but less so at the Snow Farm
in New Zealand, but in both cases
the races were held successfully and
everyone had a great time partici-
pating in the events. Some photos
are contained in this newsletter.

The Club’s AGM was held on 23
September. Jo-Anne Clancy put her
hand up to be President whilst the
rest of the Committee consists of the
usual/same suspects! The Tour
Coordinator and Social Meeting
Coordinator roles are still vacant if
anybody is interested in helping out.

The snow has almost disappeared
from the Perisher trails (groomimg
has now stopped for the season) and

2025, ISSUEH4

at lower elevations, but there is still
plenty of snow higher up on the
Main Range which should enable
skiing well into October and
hopefully November.

I'll aim to get one more newsletter
out, probably in mid November,
covering the summer activities.

Alan Levy, Editor

2025.

20 October 2025.

shorter duration.
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Son of Skistradamus
Late September 2025

Using the Last 10 Years chart, the snow will last
49 days beyond the maximum depth. i.e. Until

This is a 3 day difference. A small difference,
but important for my reputation. | shall pick the

Skistradamus Returns!

Here speaketh the Son of Skistradamus.

The snow-depth has peaked and is now in its Spring decline.

Maximum depth was 220.4 cm on 1 September 2025.

e

PREFACE

ro M

Michacl Noftradamus

Skistradamus’ prediction is that the snow, as s
measured by the Snowy-Hydro depth gauges at
Spencer’s Creek, will be gone on 20 October

& Felwivn

In the tradition of Hollywood sequels, Skistradamus has been superseded and his son has taken over.

To recap, 2025 has been good compared to the last 2 years, but merely average over my lifetime of skiing. We had
a cover good enough to run the Kangaroo Hoppet over almost its entire course. Cross-country week had snow for
all events. The fly-in-the-ointment that no-one mentions is the briefness of the season at the North end of

Kosciuszko National Park, around Kiandra and Selwyn areas.

I’'ve used 2 sacrificial deer charts to help me cast my forecast, one covering the whole of Snowy Hydro’s snow depth
records and the other covering the last decade.

Using the All Available Years chart, the snow will last 52 days beyond the maximum depth. i.e. Until 23 October

PROPHECIES,

Al Cafirem Nolteadsron Filiam wita
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World Loppet, the Antipodes and Weather Reporls —

- Winter 2025

He had read somewhere that the
Eskimos had over two hundred
different words for snow, without
which their conversation would
probably have got very monotonous.
So they would distinguish between thin
snow and thick snow, light snow and
heavy snow, sludgy snow, brittle snow,
snow that came in flurries, snow that
came in drifts, snow that comes in on
the bottom of your neighbour’s boots
all over your nice clean igloo floor, the
snows of winter, the snows of spring,
the snows you remember from your
childhood that were so much better
than any of your modern snow, fine
snow, feathery snow, hill snow, valley
snow, snow that falls in the morning,
snow that falls at night, snow that falls
all of a sudden just when you were
going out fishing, and snow that
despite all your efforts to train them,
the huskies have pissed on.

(Douglas Adams, The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy)

Winter 2025 featured extensive
consultation of online weather/
snow condition oracles, as skiers
sought to align wallets, calendars
and dynamic snow/grooming
forecasts as perfectly as possible
after a couple of uneventful snow
years. Conversations at Kalkite and
the Nordic Shelter featured many
of the above snow terms listed by
Douglas Adams, along with a
couple more dire terms, including
the much-feared ‘snow that has
turned to concrete-ice’. And no-
where were crystal balls more
avidly consulted than for the World
Loppet, which saw skiers from all
over the world converge on Falls
Creek for the Kangaroo Hoppet
race events on 23 August and a
week later on the Snow Farm in
New Zealand’s Pisa Range for the
Merino Muster races.
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The World Loppet Ski Federation
brings together skiers of all ages,
backgrounds and abilities with the
sole aim of promoting cross country
skiing through a range of ski races in
some hineteen countries across
Europe, Asia, America/Canada and
Australia/Oceania. With its own
‘passport’, awards, social events and
ski angel (aka Ms Epp Paal, World
Loppet CEQ), this fun run on skis
supports a community of people who
have developed their fitness,
friendships, hospitality and of course
their snow radars. In each host
country, international skiers with
Loppet passports ski alongside many
others who are simply enjoying their
local race. At the front of the race
pack are world class athletes, many
of them introduced to the sport long
ago while tiny, by mentors who are
still skiing. Each country’s Loppet race
features different origins and quirks,
for example Norway’s Birkebeiner
race celebrates brave medieval
powderhounds spiriting an infant
King Haakon to safety across snow -

skiers carry a commemorative 3kg
weight but are apparently spared
from pursuit by a murderous armed
cohort!

Members of the Canberra Cross
Country Ski Club attended races in
both Falls Creek and New Zealand in
late August. After being cancelled for
the previous two years due to poor
snow, the Kangaroo Hoppet races at
Falls Creek were held on 39, 21 and 7
kilometre trails respectively, the
groomed trails receiving a boost from
some snow falls a day or two prior to
the race. There were 794 participants
from 23 countries, including Olympic
hopefuls, members of the Australian
and British Defence Biathlon teams,
some para-alpine skiers and a large
cohort of dedicated locals and
visitors of all ages, some in costumes,
notably one man sporting a Kiwi
outfit. Our club members included
Alan, Gale, Jo--Anne, Ken, Margaret,
Monika, Deb, Nicole H, Nicole C,
Debbie and Caroline, with honorary
(Continued on page 5)

Skiing on the groomed trails at the Snow Farm, New Zealand, Tues 26 August

2025. The surrounding hills should have been completely white, but New Zealand

has had a bad snow season this year. Photo: Alan Levy
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(Continued from page 4)

member Peter Cunningham serving
as Technical Delegate for the race.
Alan and Gale received World Loppet
master awards (for completing 10
races worldwide), alongside Victorian
friends Marg, Bruce and Jim.

Hot on the heels of Victoria, club
members set off a week later for New
Zealand, where Merino Muster
organisers were anxiously watching
the sky and considering their options
for holding the race. Our club
members stayed in Wanaka for the
week, enjoying the lake and
surrounding mountains and/or zig-
zagging intrepidly up the dirt road in
vans to the snow farm each day, with
occasional visits to the Cardrona pub
and other places of pleasant refuge.
Some snow arriving two days prior
made the course very pleasant to ski
on, although the races ended up
being run on a curtailed 3km circuit,
with distances halved. The NZ visit
included Alan, Brianna, Bronwyn,
Elena, Gale, Caroline, Jo-Anne, Jim,
Ken, Lyndel, Nicole H, Deb, Paul and
Tom.

As the name suggests, New Zealand’s
Merino Muster race is a little more
Following |5cm of new snow during the week, the trails at the Snow Farm humorous and informal in origin than
looked much better, Fri 29 August 2025. Photo: Alan Levy some, being held on old mustering
paths that are perhaps more
reminiscent of Footrot Flats than the
Birkebeiners. The Snow Farm family
dogs even appear on some of the
merch! Both Falls Creek Kangaroo
Hoppet and the New Zealand Merino
Muster are also smaller races in
terms of numbers than some held in
the Northern Hemisphere. Albeit in a
different hemisphere, the same
World Loppet spirit was present and
the organisers’ generosity,
determination and longstanding
dedication to fostering cross-country
skiing shone through. The beauty of
the Pisa Range, the appeal of Snow
Farm trails and huts (such as

The Merino Muster ski race at the Snow Farm, New Zealand , Sat 30 August Meadow Hut) and the relaxed

2025. Photos: Alan Levy (Continued on page 7)
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Worldloppet passport stamps, race medals and new Worldloppet Masters being presented with their
Diplomas in Wanaka..
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Club members at the International Ski Racers Dinner in Wanaka prior to the Merino Muster ski race, Thur 28

August 2025. Photo: Caroline Archer

(Continued from page 5)

hospitality of New Zealand had many deciding to
return in the hope of skiing further afield next time.

May next year bring more snow, fellowship and joy
of sailing through sparkling crystalline beauty - not
too cold, not too hot, not too windy, not too wet,
juuuust right!

Caroline Archer

Caroline participating in the Merino Muster race, Sat 30
August 2025. Race Photo. The Kiwi Man!

OFF PISTE
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Skiers, including a sit skier, in the Merino Muster race, Sat 30 August 2025. Photo: Jo-Anne Clancy
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Our group relaxing in the sunshine at the Snow Farm, Tues 26 August 2025. Photo: Alan Levy
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Caroline skiing at the Snow Farm, Fri 29 August 2025. Photo: Alan Levy

= Lt

Ken being lapped by faster racers during the Merino Muster ski race, Sat 30 August 2025. The race was shortened
and consisted of numerous 3km loops around the inner trail system. Photo: Alan Levy
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Skiing Photos - 2025
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Four Mile Hut, Fri 5 September 2025. It was possible to ski all the way from Mt Selwyn to the hut, on a thin cover.
Photo: Alan Levy
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Snowgum on Mt Perisher above Paralyser Gap, Fri 12 September 2025. Photo: Garry Boxsell

Guy, Margaret, Alan and Garry at morning tea below the Paralyser, Fri 12 September 2025. Photo: Caroline Archer
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How many people, and who, are in this bothy bag? Thur 18 September 2025. Photo: Nicole Havrenek
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Group having lunch near Tate West Ridge, Thur 18 September 2025. Photo: Ken Moylan

View from Tate West Ridge towards Mt Twynam and Watsons Crags, Thur |18 September 2025. Photo: Garry Boxsell
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Ken and Gale at Falls Creek, Thur 21 August 2025. Ken at a drink station during the Kangaroo Hoppet,
Photo: Caroline Archer Sat 23 August 2025. Photo: Caroline Archer

Snowgum near The Porcupine, Sat |13 September 2025. Ken and Caroline climbing above Guthega Dam, Thur
Photo: Alan Levy 18 September 2025. Photo: Garry Boxsell
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Garry, Guy, Margaret and Alan at Perisher Gap, on a trip to The Paralyser, Fri 12 September 2025.
Photo: Caroline Archer
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Clearing the road of snow at Perisher Gap, Sat 13 September 2025. Photo: Alan Levy
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Thredbo Valley 1o Charlotte Pass Chairliit

The chairlift between the Thredbo
Valley and Charlotte Pass ran from a
point on the Alpine Way a few km
east of Thredbo to a restaurant at
the top of Mt Stilwell and then
down to Charlotte Pass.

The building of the lift commenced
in 1963 and was completed in 1964.
The chairlift was built by Transfield
on behalf of Kosciusko Chalet who
at the time were owned by Broken
Hill Holdings. The project
reportedly cost 150,000 pounds. It
ran during the 1964 & 1965 season
before going into receivership.

The chair only operated for a year.
The lift was officially opened for the
June long weekend in 1964. High
winds and huge snowfalls caused
operational difficulties and the op-
erators had great difficulty rescuing
passengers if the chair broke down.
Because the chairlift traversed
remote thickly wooded areas on the
Ramshead Range, passengers were
at great risk of death by exposure.

The Thredbo Valley terminal is still
there. It is an isolated building on
the north side of the road that has,
at various times, been a ranger
station, accommodation for park
workers and a police station. It is
presently used by the Public Works
Department. The Stilwell restaurant
is a ruin after it was demolished by
the Australian Army in the 1980's.
Prior to demolition, it provided a
welcome and cost free haven for
cross country skiers and bushwalk-
ers.

It was essentially two separate lifts.
The second lift, which terminated at
Charlotte Pass, hardly ever ran due
to the high wind problems. In
addition, there were problems with
snow banking up on some of the
towers. The operators may have
been a little unlucky in opening the
project in one of the biggest winters
(1964) in terms of snowfall (and
possibly windiest) on record.
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The lift had brightly coloured
fiberglass canopies that one pulled
down for protection against the
wind. In addition, there was a
window in the middle so you could
see where you were going. The
whole thing was pretty dicey in bad
weather. Once or twice, the chairs
came off the pulleys and down they
went, passengers and all. At that
time, chairlift technology was
relatively primitive and other nearby
operators may have had similar
problems. (Thredbo also had similar
problems, in particular when the
chairs jumped the pulleys just above
the old Kareela station.)

The Chairlift was advertised as the
longest chairlift in the world but that
claim was not widely accepted, since
it was actually two chairs which both
terminated at the central restaurant.
The chair was in two sections. Within
each section were platforms for
getting on an off. The stations/
platforms were called in order: Alpine
Way Terminal Station Snowline
Station Bella Vista Station Top Station
- Ramshead Restaurant Wrights
Creek Station Main Range View
Station Chalet Terminal Station

The lift had 50 towers, 8 stations and
stretched over 5.5 kilometers. The
skiing between the stations was a
series of shallow bowls. The "cell
block" at CP (now staff accom) was the
bottom station so the lift line was
almost perpendicular to the present
chair at Charlotte Pass.

Once dismantled the chair was sold to
Jamberoo Recreation after having
been kept in storage for at least 15
years. The Eddy family bought the
chairlift and transported it to
Jamberoo. As the lift was isolated in-
side a National Park it was removed, in
pieces by helicopter, as the alternative
was to drive vehicles "off road" and
this was not permitted.

Once in Jamberoo the chairlift was
upgraded and erected by experienced
contractors from "the snow". The drive
unit required a new motor, the sheave
assemblies (which were the cause of
most of the derailing problems of the
original lift) were redesigned, the cable
was replaced and new chairs built
around the frames of the originals. The
remainder of the chairlift, including
the towers and bull wheels, was in
good order and was erected without
modification.

The Stilwell restaurant in 1964.
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AUSTRALIA'S
HIGHEST
RESTAURANT—

“UP KOSCIUSKO WAY"

This new “Capsule” lift spans over three
nriles from Alpine Way to the Kosciusko
Chalet. If's the longest and the only
fully enclosed chairlift in Australia. It
gives easy access to Australia’s best snow
and widest variety of ski runs, noune less
than tico miles long. Halfway along its
run you can stop off at the Ramshead
Restaurant—the finest Continental and
Australian cooking in the mountains,
This is just one of the Chalet's features
which are open to all, guests and
visitors alike. There's a Poma lift,
rope tows, a complete equipment hire
service, a gay bistro for aprés-ski and
evening relaxing, and a coffee bar for
snacks. Kosciusko Chalet is open all
summer, too, Drop in anytime-——our
car park at Alpine Way is open to all,

67211140

KOSCIUSKO CHALET LTD.

CENTRAL BOOKING OFFiCE
ANSETT ANA TERMINAL
157 Phillip St, Sydney. 'Phone: 2 0364

The Stilwell restaurant ruin today.

68 X1 Auarealio, Agwil/Mary, 1963
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Kunama Hiitte’ was constructed
completely by volunteers under the
leadership and drive of Charles
Anton and the Ski Tourers’
Association, opening in 1953 in the
sheltered Mount Clarke-Northcote-
Lee-Carruthers Basin, then known as
the Kunama Basin. It was intended as
one of a ‘chain of main range huts’
Charles planned to enable skiers to
access and ski the glorious main
range slopes. Lake Albina Ski Lodge
and the Tow Hut were part of this
project, opened in 1951 and 1954.

Like Albina, Kunama was equipped
with all modern comforts such as
electric light, running hot and cold
water, flush toilets and gas cooking.

The Kunama Basin was the goal of
many visitors from the Chalet at
Charlotte Pass and on fine days up to
100 residents and day visitors used
the tow. Accommodation for four had
been provided in the Northcote Tow
House, which was also used by day
visitors as a warming hut. The
ambience of this beautiful basin
during the 1954 and 1955 ski seasons
was magic. There were joyous shouts
of the skiers on the tow slopes, the
clanking of nutcrackers over pulleys,
the noise from the old tow engine
and the Kunama generating plant.

And then disaster.

At 7:20 am on 12 July 1956 an
avalanche swept down on a base of
sheet ice on Mt Clarke., engulfing
Kunama Hutte at the base of the
mountain. One person, Roslyn
Wesche, died immediately, being
asleep in the worst hit corner of the
lodge which was destroyed. The
other skiers in the lodge escaped
shaken, but essentially unharmed.

Eleven people were in the lodge
when the avalanche hit. A kitchen
table saved some skiers from being
crushed when the beams supporting
the roof fell in. The lodge manager
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Kunama Hutte
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Peter Kelly said, ‘I really don’t know
how we got out of it. We really
should have all been killed... | was
sitting on the edge of my bunk and
all I noticed was the deathly silence.
After the wind and noise of the
previous night it was uncanny. |
heard a sort of a whine like the wind
might make and then, bang, we got
it. The Hutte started hurtling down-
hill and tipped forward. People were
being thrown around everywhere,
and beams and furniture were falling
down from the top. As soon as |
could, I called the roll and everyone
answered but Roslyn. Then we all
knew that something was wrong.

The survivors found refuge a few
hundred metres away in the tow
house of the Northcote Ski Tow
which also had beds. A message was
radioed to Charlotte Pass and the ski
patrol sent out a rescue party.

Exactly three weeks later the
Northcote Tow Hut only 300 metres
away was burnt to the ground. Again
the resident skiers escaped, but were

unable to save the hut. Residents in
Lake Albina Lodge, over the ridge,
were able to help their fellow skiers,
but could only watch as the Tow Hut
was burned to the ground. Rebuild-
ing on the Main Range was
impossible under the then recently
amended Park Trust Regulations.
Thus the fruits of three years of hard
work were wiped out in three
weeks.

The foundations of Kunama Hutte
are still visible at the base of Mt
Clarke and make an interesting ski
destination.
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Canberra Cross Country Ski Club

Fun and fitness
Kl Web: www.cccsc.asn.au
VR

P P_ 0 o L1 Email: cccsccanberra@gmail.com in the snow

The Home of Free-heel Skiing

Club Committee Contacls

Position Name Email Phone

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary

Tour Coordinator

Kosciuszko Tour Coordinator

Meeting Coordinator

Newsletter Editor

Webmaster

Club Safety Gear for use by Tour Leaders

The Club has two Personal Locator Beacons (PLB), two GPS units and some first aid
kits which are available free of charge to members leading Club ski tours.

PLB (GME MT410G)

Contact Alan or Ken.
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Ski Tour & Event Program
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Date Event Description Leader
Saturday to Wilkinsons Valley Snow Camp
Monday,

4 to 6 October

Saturday & Sunday,
25 & 26 October

Basic-Intermediate skills, Rolling-Hilly terrain, Medium distance

Ski out to Wilkinson Valley between Mt Kosciuszko and Mt Townsend from
Charlotte Pass. Set up camp for two nights and explore the area, including
summiting Mt Kosi and Mt Townsend, and rambling around the Abbott
Range. | may take my alpine touring gear, as there are some fantastic long
runs from the top of Mt Townsend all the way down to Lake Albina.

Main Range Snow Camp
Basic-Intermediate skills, Rolling-Hilly terrain, Medium distance

Will head out from Charlotte Pass, skiing and/or walking along the
Kosciuszko Road and camp overnight next to the Snowy River, downstream
from Snowy Bridge below Seaman’s Hut, which provides a good base to
explore the surrounding area. A mostly flat ski/walk in to the campsite.
After camp is set up there are a variety of hills and destinations to explore,
including around Mt Kosciuszko or towards Lake Albina.

Day Trips in October / November

Additional day tours will be advertised on the Club website on the Tour
page, and also advised to members by email.

Ski Tour Gradings

It is important that tour participants ensure that their abilities match the skill levels required by the tour — a description of the = Terrain,
Distance and Skill Level descriptors is provided below and under Ski Tour Grading on the club’s web-site.

TERRAIN

Rolling — Flat to gently rolling hills, no big hills to climb or descend. There may be some steep sections but these will be short and easy

to negotiate.

Hilly — Large rounded hills requiring several turns to descend but not technically difficult. There may be some steep sections but these
will be short and easy to negotiate.

Steep — Steep skiable hills including black runs at resorts, cornices and chutes. Technically difficult slopes to descend.

DISTANCE

Short — Under 8km/day and < 200m vertical climb. A moderate level of fitness is required.

Medium — 8km to |5km/day or 200m to 600m vertical climb. A moderate level of fitness is required.

Long — Over |5km/day or > 600m vertical climb. A high level of fitness is required.

SKILL LEVELS

Basic — Can maintain control and perform the following skills on gentle terrain: kick turns, snow plough, side step, herring-bone, traverse

and diagonal stride.

Intermediate — Can maintain control and perform the following skills on hilly terrain: kick turns, snow plough turns, step turns, side slip,

side step, herringbone, traverse, diagonal stride and self arrest.

Advanced — Can maintain pace over long distances. Has intermediate skills plus able to link stem, parallel or telemark turns.
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https://cccsc.asn.au/events/wilkinsons-valley-snow-camp/
https://cccsc.asn.au/events/main-range-snow-camp/
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Guidance for New Members on Club Ski Tours/Events

. Details of the club ski tours are available on the tours page and members page on the club web site.

. Ski tours are graded according to difficulty, distance and terrain.

. Participants should select a ski tour according to their ability.

° Contact the tour leader at least two days before a tour (ie — by Thur pm for a weekend tour) to enable the

tour leader to finalise arrangements.
. Car pooling for ski tour participants will be arranged by the tour leader.

° Passengers should provide a contribution to the driver to cover fuel costs, park entry etc. This cost can vary,
but is usually $40 to $50, based on 3 passengers in a vehicle. If going by ski tube from Bullocks Flat then the
cost for the driver will not include KNP park entry and will be less, closer to $30. Ski tube costs are additional.
The Club web page includes a Guidance for transport costs.

. If hiring ski gear, pre-book any ski hire and let the driver know in advance, as this helps with the timing of the
transport and the tour on the day.

. Participants should review the checklist on gear and clothing.

. Further advice for ski tour participants is available here

View from the Paralyser Trig towards Consett Stephen Pass and Guthega Trig and Guthega, Fri 12 September 2025.

Photo: Garry Boxsell
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http://cccsc.asn.au/home/tours/
http://cccsc.asn.au/member-login/
http://cccsc.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Guide-to-Transport-Cost-Sharing-Contributions.pdf
http://cccsc.asn.au/home/tours/touring-checklist/
http://cccsc.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/CCCSC-Advice-for-Ski-Tour-Participants-v3b.pdf
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Troll on the way to Meadow Hut, at the Snow Farm, New Zealand, Wednesday
27 August 2025. Photo: Caroline Archer
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