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The next newsletter will be produced in May 2025.  

Next Newsletter   

Snowgums and rocks in later afternoon. Porcupine Link trail. Friday, 9 August 2024. 

Photo: © K. Moylan. 
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Summer Activities 
This is a summary of some activities / events that will occur over the summer and autumn months. Additional details will be provided 

to members by email and in any further newsletters. 

 

XMAS Party  
Wed 4 December 2024 

At Nara Park, Lennox Gardens (on the lake shore behind the Hyatt Hotel) from 5:30pm.  A club banner will be erected near one of 

the BBQs. This is a BYO food and drink event.  

 

Summer Bushwalking Trips:  (further details on page 4) 

Some walking and camping trips are planned over the summer period as follows:.  

Jan-May 25: 

 January - The Sentinel (overnight camp)  

 February - Snowy Plains Rambles (overnight lodge) 

 March - Blue Mountains (Canberra Day Long Weekend) 

 April - Blue Waterholes (overnight camp) 

 Other walks to be advised. 

 

Nordic Shelter & XC Trails Summer Working Bees 
The good work done by the XC Summer Work Parties continues in 2025 with work to be done on the trails and in and around the 

Perisher Nordic  Shelter. 

  

The 2025 XC Work Party dates are as follows:  

 Feb 1/2 

 Mar 1/2 

 April 5/6 

 May 17/18 

 June 1/2 (if necessary) 

 

Please contact Peter Ward if you plan to attend –  nswxc1@gmail.com 

 

Bring food and drink, sturdy work boots, gum boots, gloves, clothing for all conditions and be prepared for flies. 

 

Accommodation will be provided by Canberra Alpine Club. If you  require accommodation, please contact Peter Cunningham -  

peter.petercunningham@gmail.com 

Bring bed linen, towels, food and drink. 

 

First Off-Piste Newsletter for 2025 
Early May 2025 

 

 

First Social Meeting for 2025 
Tues 27 May 2025, at the Hughes Community Centre. 
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Tour Coordinator vacancy 
 

The position of Tour Coordinator for the club was not filled at the Annual  
General Meeting in September.  This is a key position for running the club and 
expressions of interest from club members in filling that position would be 
most welcome.  If that might be you, we suggest you start with an informal 
discussion with one of the committee members about what's involved.  The 
tour coordinator job is neither especially complicated, nor does it require an 
inordinate number of hours, and it's a great way to help the club maintain a 
program of activities benefiting members. 

Skistradamus Reflects 2024  
 

It is November, the snow has gone, and time for Skistradamus to reflect on his 2024 prediction. 

Back in early September my charts predicted that the snow would end, as defined by the snow depth 
at Spencer’s Creek and measured by Snowy Hydro, on 7 October 2024.  

I thought that was too optimistic and adjusted my prediction to 29 September 2024. 

The official Zero Snow Depth was on 9 October 2024, ten days later than my adjusted prediction but 
only two days later than my original prediction. 

What happened were two significant snowfalls, in Mid and Late September, that held off the end of 
the season enough to ruin my prediction. 

Next year I might rely on my charts, ignore 
my gut feelings, and see how the prediction 
goes. 
 

Ski Heil! 

Skistradamus 

Late November 2024 
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Summer Walks Program 
The following walks program is offered to club members to enable them to appreciate the seasonal beauty of 

the areas they love to ski or maybe one day get to ski.  The dates suggested are approximate to allow for in-
clement weather or the preferences of those expressing interest in participating.  It would help planning if those 
interested could register well in advance with the nominated trip leader so that the dates and transport could 

be agreed to suit both the weather and member's preferences. 

 
 
18-19 January 2025 - The Sentinel (overnight camp) 
Will start at Charlotte Pass and follow the walking track past Blue Lake out to The Sentinel to set up camp.  
There is a great sheltered campsite and amazing views of the steep western side of the Main Range.  
Leader:  ……………... 

 
 

15-16 February 2025 - Snowy Plains Rambles (overnight lodge)    

This is a repeat of last year's trip to the lodge at Snowy Vale.  The property lies adjacent to the Jagungal        
Wilderness and offers walking in the cooler sub-alpine areas sometimes frequented by cross-country skiers in a 
good winter.  There will be 8 bunk beds available in the lodge on a first registered/first served basis and ample 
opportunity for car camping.  The road to the Gungarlin River has been much improved by the Council since 

last year and ambitious Subaru Forester drivers have been driving to the lodge.  Members will be free to plan 
their own day trips into the Park or around the property of 1280 acres but I hope to do a day trip to Spencers 
Peak, the midway point between Kiandra and Guthega for those doing the crossing in winter.  There are two 

creek  crossings that could prove a problem for vehicles in the event of heavy rain. 
Leader:  ……………... 

 
 
8-10 March 2025 (Canberra Day long weekend) - Blue Mountains  
A long weekend of day walks in the Blue Mountains. There are heaps of options of different lengths and degrees 
of up and down to suit people’s interests. Further details will be circulated in early February. People wanting a 

longer trip, or an  alternative, may be interested in continuing after the weekend to explore the Wollemi area 
likely camping at Ganguddy-Dunns Swamp.  

 
 
5-6 April 2025 - Cave Creek - Coolamon Plains (overnight camp)     
This is a truly spectacular limestone gorge area quite unlike most of the National Park.  A back country camp is 

proposed downstream of the public camping area.  This will necessitate wading the river with packs but several 

more crossings will be necessary to fully appreciate the gorge and reach its lower waterfall.  So suitable foot-
wear would be required.  The adjacent Coolamon Plains area is a delightful sub alpine area studded with      
limestone caves (and previously horses) and some of the old stockman's huts remain.                                                                                                                                      

Leader:  ………………….. 
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Overseas Ski Trips - 2025 & 2026 

Race:  Merino Muster 

Where:  New Zealand, Wanaka 

When:  August 2025 
 

Some CCCSC members are planning to head to New Zealand 

in late August next year to ski at the Snow Farm near Wanaka, 

and participate in the Merino Muster Ski Race events (42km, 

21km) on 30 August 2025. 

The intention would be to fly to Queenstown, pick up a hire 

car at the airport then drive to our accommodation in Wanaka 

A few days would be spent skiing the groomed trails at the 

Snow Farm on the Pisa Range and sightseeing in and around 

Wanaka before doing the race events on the Saturday. 

For more information or to express your interest in joining a 

Club trip to New Zealand next year please contact          

cccsccanberra@gmail.com 

Expressions of interest will be required by the end of January 

2025 so that accommodation arrangements can be planned. 

 

Race:  Sapporo International Ski Marathon 

Where:  Japan, Sapporo 

When:  January-February 2026 
 

Some CCCSC members are planning to head to Japan in late 

January 2026 to participate in the Sapporo International Ski 

Marathon Race events (50km, 25km) on 1 February 2026. 

The race is held on the outskirts of the city of Sapporo on the 

northern island of Hokkaido.  

The intention would be to fly to Sapporo, catch the train from 

the airport into the city to our accommodation close to the 

railway station and subway system. 

A few days would be spent skiing the groomed trails at Takino 

Park south of the city, practising on the race course once it is 

open to participants, before doing the race events on the   

Sunday. 

The race coincides with the Sapporo Snow and Ice Festival 

which means accommodation in the city fills up fast during this 

period. 

For more information or to express your interest in joining a 

Club trip to Japan in early 2026 please contact             

cccsccanberra@gmail.com  by the end of January 2025, as   

accommodation may need to be booked early next year. 
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Trip Report - Snowy River Camp - Sat & Sun 12-13 October  

When I originally put this club trip on 

the tour program it was intended to be 

a snow camp and involve some skiing, 

but the fast disappearance of snow 

during September and October meant 

it would now be just a camping and 

walking trip.  

 

On Saturday 12 October Jo-Anne 

Clancy, Paul Dalgleish, Caroline Archer 

and myself met up in Jindabyne for 

coffee before heading to Charlotte Pass 

to commence the walk. We started 

walking at 10am up the summit road 

towards Snowy Bridge in beautiful 

sunny weather. There was still snow on 

the peaks of the Main Range but it was 

much patchier than it had been a week 

or two earlier. 

 

At Snowy Bridge there were still deep 

snow banks alongside the Snowy River 

upstream of the bridge and we       

explored this area on foot before   

continuing off track to our campsite 

about one kilometre downstream of 

the bridge next to the Snowy River, 

close to where we had a club       

snowcamp three years earlier.  

 

After setting up our tents and having 

lunch we then headed off for a walk up 

to Seamans Hut then up the road to 

Rawsons Pass. We decided not to 

climb Mt Kosciuszko and instead    

relaxed at the pass then headed back 

to our tents for late afternoon nibblies 

followed by dinner. As soon as the sun 

set it became very cold and I did some 

night time photography of the starry 

sky before retiring to my tent. This 

night ended up being one of the coldest 

I have ever spent camping, probably 

due to the clear night and southerly 

breeze. 

 

The next morning we had a leisurely 

breakfast beside the Snowy River then 

packed up our tents and walked across 

the grass back to Snowy Bridge then 

down the road to our cars at Charlotte 

Pass. We had lunch in Jindabyne then 

headed home early. Even without skiing 

it was an enjoyable weekend and hope-

fully the first of more walking and 

camping trips over the coming summer 

period. 

 

Alan Levy 

O F F  P I S T E  

Caroline, Jo-Anne and Paul at the start of the walk near Charlotte Pass. 

Exploring the remaining snow on the Snowy River near Snowy Bridge..   

Early morning at the campsite, with Mt Clarke beyond. 



 

Club Committee Contacts 
Position Name Email Phone 

President 

 

   

Vice President    

 

   

Secretary 

 

   

Treasurer 

 

   

Membership Secretary 

 

   

Tour Coordinator 

 

   

Kosciuszko Tour Coordinator 

 

   

Meeting Coordinator 

 

   

Newsletter Editor    

Webmaster 

 

   

Club Safety Gear for use by Tour Leaders 

The Club has two Personal Locator Beacons (PLB), two GPS units and some first aid 

kits which are available free of charge to members leading Club ski tours.  

 

PLB (GME MT410G) 

Contact  Alan or Ken .  

 

Web: www.cccsc.asn.au 

Email: cccsccanberra@gmail.com 

Canberra Cross Country Ski Club 

Fun and fitness 

in the snow 

O F F  P I S T E  
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Ralph Gailis skiing at Blue Lake, Saturday 28 September 2024.  Photo: Alan Levy 


